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April 21, 1999
Contact: Jim Pickering
pickering@udayton.edu

UD MEDIA EXPERT COMMENTS ON HIGH SCHOOL KILLING RAMPAGE
MEDIA'S INFLUENCE ON TROUBLED TEENS -Yesterday's shooting rampage at a
Colorado high school may have been propelled by young people with a "distorted value
system" derived from the media's culture of violence, says Sister Fran Trampiets, S.C., a
national media expert at the University of Dayton.

"We can't oversimplify this type of behavior and blame every social problem on the
media," says Trampiets, author of Faith in the Media?, a book on building media literacy skills
in youth. "At the same time, I believe the media is second only to the home environment in
contributing to a young person's emotional and mental development."
The two young men responsible for 15 deaths inside the high school, including their own,
were obsessed with a particular movie, the plot of which centered on high school outcasts
seeking revenge on their more popular peers, said fellow students after the rampage. Those who
knew the boys say they were also obsessed with video games depicting violent imagery.
Bombarded with continual images of violence, casual sex and rampant drug use, young
people often iorm a distorted value system, Trampiets says. ''Even if they come from good
homes with good parents, some children can become violent and troubled based on this
exposure. These parents admit that they believe their child's behavior stems from what they've
seen on TV. It's bound to have an effect on our youth. We must empower them to view the
media with a critical eye. "
For media interviews, contact Sr. Fran Trampiets, S.C., at (937) 229-3160 (work) or at
(937) 294-4415 (home).
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